
#6 -Thinking Outside the Big Grey Box 
 
The opening of the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C. in September was a once in a 
lifetime event. About 25,000 American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiians attended the procession on 
the Mall prior to the opening. Many of us brought our parents and children with us to attend the historic 
festivities.  
 
The architecture of the building was a collaborative effort, which you may find out more about at this website: 
 
http://www.aia.org/aiarchitect/thisweek04/tw0924/0924nmai.htm  
 
The latest issue of People, Land and Water also has the Museum opening as its cover story with some lavish 
pictures inside. I would certainly encourage anyone to go and visit the museum when they have the chance to 
go to Washington. A great deal of time and care went into every aspect, inside and outside, based on tribal 
tradition and the best principles of curation. 
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